
Philosophy Interview Questions 

1. Do we have free will? Does a clam have free will? Can a machine have free will? 

2. How would you define ‘consciousness’? 

3. What are the differences between apes and humans, apart from their appearance? 

4. Is ignorance really bliss? 

5. Define tolerance, acceptance and indifference. Would you say that tolerance is a breed of 
acceptance? 

6. What is the difference between truth and knowledge? 

7. We would both agree that this table is green, but how do you know that the green that you 
are seeing is the same as the green that I am seeing? 

8. What is the difference between knowledge and understanding? 

9. Is it moral to hook up a psychopath (whose only pleasure is killing) to a reality-simulating 
machine so that he can believe he is in the real world and kill as much as he likes? 

10. What is an example of an argument with false premises but a true conclusion? 

11. What is the difference between science and religion? 

12. What is the difference between intelligence and wisdom? 

13. What does it mean to be happy? 

14. Is happiness a basis for morality? 

15. I have a rare disease, the treatment for which demands a lot of resources. Should you help 
me live or let me die? 

16. How would you define forgiveness? Is it ever wrong? 

17. How do we know right from wrong? 

18. How would you define blackmail? Why is it wrong? 

19. What is an example of an argument with false premises but a true conclusion? 

20. Is the sentence ‘this sentence is false’ true or false? 

21. If I were to remove each hair on your head, at which point do you become bald? Why are 
you not bald with one additional hair, at that point? 

22. How would you define charity? Is it always right? 

23. If a faster hare is racing a slower tortoise, and gives the tortoise a head start, by the time the 
hare has reached the tortoise’s starting position, the tortoise has now moved further ahead. 
Once the hare reaches this second position, the tortoise is again further ahead. Given that 
this will continue to occur, how can the hare ever overtake the tortoise? 

24. Are human lives worth more than those of animals? How do we know human lives are worth 
anything? Are any human lives worthless? 

25. What is the difference between lie, deceive, and mislead?
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